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XXVIIL ACCOUNT 

OF A STONE BUST, SUPPOSE!) TO HAVE BEEN AN INDIAN GOD, 

Written A. D. 1790. 

By EZRA STILES, d.d. ll.d* 

President of Yale college* 

THIS bust was Found in East Hartford (Connecticut) whefe it h&9 
been immemorially known ; and was deposited in the museum of Yale 
College in 1788. The annexed drawing, Fig. 14> is a good resemblance 
of the briginal. It is thirty one inches and a half high, and seventeen 
inches wide. It is a hard, coarse grained stone, or white granite, not 
white indeed* like marble, but with a dark or greyish intermixture* 
leaving a whitish aspect predominant The summit is the cap of a 
Powaw, used to this day by the Powaw priests of the Six Nations. 
The excavations are rough, and the whole a huge piece of sculpture ; 
but it is a real work of art, and undoubtedly Indian. What was its 
use, and especially whether it be an Idol, is problematical. This must 
be left to every one's judgment or conjecture. I shall however men- 
tion a circumstance, which inclines me to believe it to have been an In- 
dian god. 

The site or position was six miles east of Hartford ferry, at the bot- 
tom of a declivity between two hills, and remained covered with for- 
est trees till about the year 1740 ; when, upon clearing up the land, 
the stone image was removed one hundred rods, and cast out into the 
road. The constant tradition has been, that it was anciently worship- 
ped by the Indians, who powawed before it. Powaws were still in 
Full use in New England the beginning of the present century ; they 
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were certainly in existence here in 1725 ; and, I believe, did not go 
into entire desuetude until 1730 or 1740. While they were still re- 
tained in full use, there was an example of a funeral Powaw at this 
Stone Image ; which inclines me to think it an Idol. Not to rely on 
the uniform tradition, which however is not without its weight, I con- 
fide in a fact, narrated to me by the reverend Eliphalet Williams, d.d. 
who was ordained pastor of the church in East Hartford in 1747, 
Who well remembers, that soon after his ordination this Bust was 
shown to him, as an Indian god, by the owner, Mr, Spencer, who was 
then a very aged man ; and who gave him the following account of it. 
He well remembered that, when he was a youth, a Sachem or Chief 
of the Farmington Tribe, fifteen miles off> having died, the Indians 
brought his corpse ov^r from Farmington to be buried at East Hart* 
ford after the Indian manner ; that they first brought the corpse, and 
laid it down before this Idol, and made a great India Powaw before 
it ; then they carried away the corpse and buried it ; and afterwards 
returned and powawed again before the Idol, and then dispersed. 
This he declared to Dr. Williams to have been a fact, to which he 
was knowing. The same aged person was also acquainted with oth- 
er facts, concurring to convince him, that the Indians were worship* 
pers of Idols, and actually worshipped at this Stone, as an Idol. 

I have only to add, that the venerable ministers, our Fathers, al- 
ways said, that the Indians were idolaters* The Rev. Mr. Eliot, the 
Indian apostle, Rev. Messrs. Mayhew of the Vineyard, Danforth of 
Taunton, Noyes of Stonington, and others* were perfectly acquainted 
with the Indian tongues* and studied and investigated their mytholo- 
gy. So numerous were the conversions to Christianity, that in 1690 
there were above thirty Indian churches in New England ; among 
which it cannot but be supposed there were some Indians, who per* 

Meetly understood their own Powaws and Religion. These all con* 

24 



194 Dr. Stiles* account of a stone bust. 

cur in asserting, that the Indians were once idolaters. Their worship, 
though sometimes paid to the Good Being, yet by their own confes- 
sion was chiefly rendered to Chepi, or the evil Manitoo, or Evil Spir- 
its. Whether the Stone Image, or dressed pieces of wood, which 
they also used, denoted a deceased person, or departed human spirit^ 
like Baal of old, or the Devil, must remain uncertain, until our future 
travellers shall have learned the true mythology, now remaining in full 
vigour among the Chippewas, and the other western tribes of Indians^ 
who still glory in their ancestorial Religion. 
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